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Prevention Division 

 
This past month, the Fire Prevention Bureau is pleased to announce that Inspector DeMaria, 
Inspector Rezac, and Permit Technician have all completed their probationary period.  Please 
congratulate them when you see them next.  There was a number of different training that our 
Division participated in over the past month to include, Fire Marshal Aubert attending the 
California Conference of Arson Investigators conference, Fire Marshal Aubert, Inspector Rezac, 
Inspector DeMaria attended the annual California Fire Prevention Officers conference, and 
Inspector Rezac was certified as a Youth Fire Intervention Specialist.  Inspector Rezac also 
began the first ever in California, Fire Investigator Academy.   
 
Our Fire Aides have begun the maintenance inspections of the hydrants in Diablo Water 
District’s territory.  You will see them routinely inspecting the hydrants for operation, all caps are 
replaced and can be removed when necessary, and they all will be receiving a fresh coat of 
paint to more easily identify them when needed. 
 

Engineering New Construction 
 
Permit activity in March remained very active.  A total of 145 projects were submitted for permits 
during the month with 105 of those being single family home sprinkler permits.  Two new 
subdivisions were also submitted for review.  One of the bigger projects to come in with the 
deferred submittals is for the Twin Oaks Senior apartments, where we received sprinkler and 
fire alarm submittals. 
 
We also provided comments for 5 new projects coming into the District with 3 Brentwood 
projects and 2 Oakley project.  
 
 
Plan Review / Permit Revenue for the month of February was $158,671.00 

 
Code Enforcement 

 
Our code enforcement side has been continues with re-inspections of open violations, provide 
pre-inspections for fire and life safety of new residential care facilities, following up on illegal 
burning in the District, and following up on complaints such a propane use and storage inside a 
temporary tent structure. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Investigations 
 
For the month of February, Investigations responses included 10 different calls for service.  Of 
the 10 calls for service, 6 of these calls were for fires in the District.  The District as a whole 
have investigated 11 fires with a total fire loss of $315,621.00 dollars. 
 

Exterior Hazard Vegetation Management 
 
With the mostly dry winter the District had this past year and the predicted intensity of the 2021 
Fire Season, we are addressing the hazards earlier than ever.  With this said, we have reviewed 
and modified our program with the hope of achieving abatement well prior to the dry heat of the 
summer months to come and asking for all of our communities to assist with the prevention of 
fires with having their properties abated and maintained by May 15, 2021.  As of May 16, 2021 
we will begin our inspections of those properties known to the District of having annual and 
reoccurring hazards with an aggressive hazard mitigation plan of removing those combustible 
items.  We will also be accepting complaints of properties unknown to the District at this time 
and will begin the education/enforcement process to have the properties become fire safe.   
 
 



Weed Abatement Process (2021)
The District's weed abatement authority is located in sections 14875 – 14922 of the Health and Safety Code. 

Track A:  
Properties on the Reoccurring Nuisances List from 

July 2020 

Track B: 
Repeat Properties from 2020 to be 

Added to Reoccurring Nuisances List 

Track C: 
New Properties with Complaints 

in 2021 for the First Time 
Step 1: In April send postcards to the July 2020 properties with 

May 15 deadline satisfying notice requirements in Health & 
Safety Code Section 14900.6 to all properties on 
reoccurring nuisances list. The postcard must:  
 Refer to and describe the property
 State that noxious or dangerous weeds of a seasonal

and recurrent nature are growing on or in front of the
property, and that the same constitute a public
nuisance which must be abated by the removal of said
noxious or dangerous weeds, and that otherwise they
will be removed and the nuisance will be abated by the
District.

 State that if the District abates the weeds, the cost of
such removal shall be assessed upon the lot and lands
from which or in front of which such weeds are
removed and that such cost will constitute a lien upon
such lots or lands until paid.

In May, inspect properties that had 
complaints for the first time in 2020 and 
identify which properties are repeats. 

Send the first notice to abate the weeds 
with at least 10 calendar days before the 
next inspection.   

This process is used when the 
District receives a complaint 
regarding a new property with 
complaints in 2021 for the first time.  
The District will first investigate the 
complaint and, if weeds are present, 
will send the first notice that the 
property owner has 10 days to 
abate the weeds prior to the next 
inspection.   

Step 2: Confirm in May if the properties still have weeds and, if 
they do, proceed to step 3. 

After 10 days, staff inspects again.  If there are still weeds present, proceed to 
step 3 and ask the Board for permission to send final notice in compliance with 
step 4 to abate and notify the property owner of public hearing to seek 
authorization to abate weeds. 

Step 3: Abate the Weeds and Keep Cost Accounting for Each 
Property. 
 The District then can abate the weeds.
 The officer abating the nuisance(s) must keep an

account of the cost of abatement for each parcel of
land and provide an itemized report in writing to the

Adopt a Resolution Declaring that Weeds on Specific Properties are a Public 
Nuisance. 
 Adopt a resolution declaring that weeds are a public nuisance and refer to

all of the parcels of private property where a nuisance exists.
 Each parcel must be identified by the street, highway, or road upon which

the nuisance exists.



Weed Abatement Process (2021)
Board showing the cost of removing the weeds for 
each parcel.  

Before the report is submitted to the Board, it must be 
posted for at least three days on or near the chamber door 
of the board. (H&S Code §§ 14905-14906.) 

The resolution also must include the County Assessor’s tract, block, lot, 
code area and parcel number. (Health & Safety Code §§ 14880-14875.) 

Step 4: Hold a Public Hearing on the Cost Accounting for Each 
Property. The Board holds a hearing on the itemized 
report(s) and hears any objections from the property 
owners. (H&S Code § 14910.) The Board can modify the 
report by order or resolution, but we recommend using a 
resolution to make the next step easier. 

Provide notice to property owners to destroy weeds and schedule public 
hearing date. The notice must comply with Health and Safety Code Section 
14892 and must be provided by either: 
 Posting the notices in front of the property where the nuisance exists and

publish once in the Brentwood Press at least 10 days prior to the date of the
hearing; OR
Mailing the notice to the property owners based on the names in the last
equalized assessment role or known address. (H&S Code § 14895)

Step 5: Record the Lien(s) with the County Recorder’s Office. 
Record a certified copy of the Board resolution affirming 
the itemized report with the Office of the County Recorder. 
The amount of the costs for abating the nuisance on the 
parcels of the land described in the itemized report(s) 
confirmed by the Board, and the amount of the costs 
incurred by the District in enforcing abatement upon the 
parcels, including investigation, boundary determination, 
measurement, clerical and other related costs, all 
constitute special assessments against the respective 
parcels of land, and are a lien on the property for the 
amount of the respective assessments. (H&S Code §§ 
14911-14912.) 

Hold a Public Hearing on the Proposed Weed Abatement at Least 10 Days 
After Notice is Provided and Adopt Persistent Weeds and Hazards List. Board 
holds a public hearing to hear and consider objections or protests. Upon 
conclusion of the hearing, the Board can grant objection(s) or overrule 
objection(s) and order the weed abatement. (H&S Code §§ 14898-14899.) The 
Board can also declare that the nuisance for each property is seasonal and 
recurrent which allows the District to abate the weeds every year without any 
further hearings. (H&S Code §§ 14900.5 and 14900.6)  

Step 6: N/A Abate the Weeds and Keep Cost Accounting for Each Property. The District 
then can abate the weeds. The officer abating the nuisance(s) must keep an 
account of the cost of abatement for each parcel of land and provide an 
itemized report in writing to the Board showing the cost of removing the weeds 
for each parcel. Before the report is submitted to the Board, it must be posted 
for at least three days on or near the chamber door of the board. (H&S Code §§ 



Weed Abatement Process (2021)
14905-14906.) 

Step 7: N/A Hold a Public Hearing on the Cost Accounting for Each Property. The Board 
holds a hearing on the itemized report(s) and hears any objections from the 
property owners. (H&S Code § 14910.) The Board can modify the report by 
order or resolution, but we recommend using a resolution to make the next step 
easier. 

Step 8 N/A Record the Lien(s) with the County Recorder’s Office. Record a certified copy of 
the Board resolution affirming the itemized report with the Office of the County 
Recorder. The amount of the costs for abating the nuisance on the parcels of 
the land described in the itemized report(s) confirmed by the Board, and the 
amount of the costs incurred by the District in enforcing abatement upon the 
parcels, including investigation, boundary determination, measurement, clerical 
and other related costs, all constitute special assessments against the 
respective parcels of land, and are a lien on the property for the amount of the 
respective assessments. (H&S Code §§ 14911-14912.) 

Step 9 N/A Adopt a resolution adding these 
properties to the reoccurring list so they 
are moved to Track A for 2022 

Keep track of these properties and 
move into Track B for 2022. 



WILDFIREAre you ready?

Please visit https://www.eccfpd.org/ for more information, details on 
requirements, answers to frequently asked questions and useful links. 

Otherwise call 925-240-2139 or email fire@eccfpd.org to speak with our staff. 
Complaints about tall weeds and grass will only be processed after May 15 using 

our website https://www.eccfpd.org/exterior-hazard-control-division

Don't Wait to Abate



PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID

NOTICE TO DESTROY WEEDS AND ABATE 
FLAMMABLE VEGETATION & RUBBISH 

[DATE]

[PARCEL NUMBER & PROPERTY OWNER NAME]

Every year, fires threaten homes and properties as a result of unnecessary combustible debris and vegetation. As part of our fire prevention 
efforts, we work with property owners to eliminate fire hazards on their properties that may endanger their neighbors and the community at 
large.  Creating and maintaining defensible space around your home is critical. Please do not delay in preparing your family and home for 
wildfire. For more information and to view the District's Minimum Weed Abatement Standards, visit our website at https://www.eccfpd.org/
exterior-hazard-control-division. 

This notice is mailed to property owners who in past fire seasons had weeds, other flammable vegetation, rubbish and/or hazards that had to 
be abated. Please review the Minimum Weed Abatement Standards and check to see if you have any weeds or other hazards that need to be 
abated. If you do, please abate them according to the District's standards by May 15, 2021. 

The District intends to inspect properties after that time to confirm if weeds or flammable rubbish are present. If they are, the District's 
contractor will remove them at your cost. Please note that the cost will include the District's administrative costs in the amount of $586.00 plus 
the District's contractor’s costs, which may be 3-4 times the cost of hiring your own private contractor. The costs of the abatement will be 
collected as an assessment with your property taxes, and will be a lien on your property until paid.

We appreciate your assistance in helping to protect your family and our community. If you have any questions, please call (925) 240-2139. 
District staff will make every effort to assist you.  

Hot & dry weather is coming. Help our community stay as fire safe as possible. 

Don’t wait to Abate! Keep it short throughout fire season!

Sincerely,

Fire Marshal Steve Aubert
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MTD YTD MTD YTD
SMI 0 0 0.00% 0.00%
OCI 20 40

MTD YTD Totals
E 0 0 191

R-1 0 0 4
R-2 0 0 191

R-2.1 0 0 2
R-4 0 0 4
HR 0 0 0

0 0 3

MTD YTD MTD YTD
A-1 0 0 H-2 0 0
A-2 0 0 H-3 0 0
A-3 0 0 H-4 0 0
A-4 0 0 H-5 0 0
A-5 0 0 I-2 0 0

B 0 2 I2.1 0 0
E-daycare 0 0 I-4 0 0

F-1 0 0 M 0 0
F-2 0 0 S-1 0 0
H-1 0 0 S-2 0 0

MTD YTD MTD YTD MTD YTD
5 17 145 355 216 512

MTD YTD
Investigations Performed 6 22

Inspections

Investigations

March 2021 Fire Prevention Report

Code Enforcement

Total number of State Mandated Inspections (SMI)

Code Enforcement Mandated

I-3 Bi-annual

Inspected Percentage

Engineering

Other Compulsory Inspections (OCI)

Planning Plans Reviewed
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