EAST CONTRA COSTA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
Board of Directors Regular Meeting
Monday June 2, 2014 – 6:30 P.M.
Meeting Location: 3231 Main Street, Oakley

Kevin Bouillon
Greg Cooper
Robert Kenny

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Joel Bryant-President
Ronald Johansen-Vice President
Jonathan Michaelson

Cheryl Morgan
Stephen Smith
Joe Young

AGENDA
______________________________________________________________
CALL TO ORDER
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL
PUBLIC COMMENTS
At this time the public may address the District Board on subject matters pertaining to District business listed on the
Consent Calendar, Closed Session, Future Agenda Items, or items not listed on the agenda. Remarks may be limited
to 3-minutes subject to the discretion of the Board President and with the concurrence of the Board of Directors.
Please complete and submit a “Public Comment Speaker Card” with the District Clerk. While the District encourages
your comments, State law prevents the Board from discussing items that are not set forth on this meeting agenda.
The Board and staff take your comments very seriously and, if appropriate, will follow up on them.

CONSENT CALENDAR
Consent Calendar items are considered routine in nature and will be enacted by the Board in one motion. If
discussion or public comment is required, any Board Member may request the item be removed from the Consent
Calendar and considered separately.

C.1

Approve minutes from May 5, 2014 Regular Board of Directors Meeting

C.2

Approve a Professional Services Agreement with City of Brentwood for Information
Technology Services for FY 2014-15

C.3

Approve a Contract with Hanson Bridgett LLP to provide General Counsel for FY 2014-15

C.4

Adopt Appropriation Limits through Fiscal Year 2014-15

DISCUSSION ITEMS
D.1

Adopt Preliminary Operating, Other Budgets for Fiscal Year 2014-15
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D. 2

Introduce Ordinance Adopting Modified 2013 California Fire Code and Schedule Public
Hearing

D. 3

Receive Update on Community Outreach Schedule and Consider Conducting Polling for
Benefit Assessment Ballot Language

INFORMATIONAL STAFF REPORTS
1

Receive Operational Update for May, 2014

DIRECTORS’ COMMENTS
INFORMATIONAL REPORTS AND REQUESTS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS FROM
BOARD MEMBERS
This portion of the agenda shall provide an opportunity for Board Members to report on activities, committee or event
attendance pertaining to District business or to request a future item to be placed on the agenda.

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION ON THE FOLLOWING MATTERS:
1.

Conference With Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation Pursuant to Government Code
Section 54956.9(d)(1): Contra Costa County Deputy Sheriff’s Association, et al v.
Contra Costa County Employees Retirement Association, et al, Contra Costa Sup. Ct.
No. N12-1870

2.

Public Employee Performance Evaluation (Establish Performance Goals for Fiscal Year
2014-15) Pursuant to Government Code Sections 54957(b)(1): Fire Chief

REPORT ON THE CLOSED SESSIONS

ADJOURN TO THE NEXT REGULAR BOARD MEETING SCHEDULED: July 7, 2014

All items appearing on the agenda are subject to action by the Board.

POSTING STATEMENT
A copy of this agenda was posted May 30, 2014 at the East Contra Costa Fire Protection District Administrative
Office, 134 Oak Street, Brentwood, CA 94513. Pursuant to CA Government Code §54957.5, disclosable public
records and writings related to an agenda item distributed to all or a majority of the Board of Directors including such
records and writing distributed less than 72 hours prior to this meeting are available for public inspection at the East
Contra Costa Fire Protection District Administrative Office, 134 Oak Street, Brentwood, CA 94513.
NOTICE In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any individuals requesting special accommodation to
attend and/or participate in District Board meetings may contact the District Administrative Office at (925) 634-3400.
Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the District to make reasonable accommodations.
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EAST CONTRA COSTA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
Meeting Minutes
Board of Directors Regular Meeting
Monday May 5, 2014 – 6:30 P.M.
Meeting Location: 3231 Main Street, Oakley

Kevin Bouillon
Greg Cooper
Robert Kenny

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Joel Bryant-President
Ronald Johansen-Vice President
Jonathan Michaelson

Cheryl Morgan
Stephen Smith
Joe Young

CALL TO ORDER: (6:33 P.M.)

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: (6:33 P.M.)

ROLL CALL: (6:33 P.M.)
Directors Present: Bryant, Kenny, Michaelson, Morgan, Smith, Young
Directors Absent: Bouillon, Cooper, Johansen
Director Johansen arrived at 6:34 pm.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: (6:34 P.M.)
There was one (1) Public Speaker – Bailey Neff

CONSENT CALENDAR: (6:37 P.M.)
C.1

Approve minutes from April 7, 2014 Regular Board of Directors Meeting.
Motion by: Director Kenny to approve Consent Calendar Item C.1
Second by: Director Young
Vote: Motion carried: 7:0
Ayes: Bryant, Kenny, Johansen, Michaelson, Morgan, Smith, Young
Absent: Bouillon, Cooper
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DISCUSSION ITEMS:
D.1 (6:37 P.M.)
Discuss the Feasibility of Moving Forward with a Benefit Assessment.
There was one (1) Public Speaker – Bob Mankin

D.2 (6:49 P.M.)
Authorize Execution of a Professional Services Agreement for Services Related to
Development, Enactment and Implementation of a Fire Assessment
Motion by: Director Smith to Authorize Execution of a Professional Services
Agreement for Services Related to Development, Enactment and Implementation
of a Fire Assessment
Second by: Director Young
Vote: Motion carried: 7:0
Ayes: Bryant, Kenny, Johansen, Michaelson, Morgan, Smith, Young
Absent: Bouillon, Cooper
There was one (1) Public Speaker – Bob Mankin

D.3 (7:15 P.M.)
Authorize Amended and Restated Employment Agreement with Hugh Henderson.
Motion by: Director Smith to Authorize Amended and Restated Employment
Agreement with Hugh Henderson.
Second by: Director Young
Vote: Motion carried: 7:0
Ayes: Bryant, Kenny, Johansen, Michaelson, Morgan, Smith, Young
Absent: Bouillon, Cooper
There were no Public Speakers

D.4 (7:35 P.M.)
Receive Operational Update for April, 2014.
Chief Henderson presented the updates for April 2014.
There were no Public Speakers
INFORMATIONAL STAFF REPORTS
NONE
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DIRECTORS’ COMMENTS( 7:35 P.M.)
Director Smith discussed his ride-along with Chief Henderson during an injury incident involving
a juvenile who was hit by a car while skateboarding.
INFORMATIONAL REPORTS AND REQUESTS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS FROM
BOARD MEMBERS
NONE
ADJOURN TO THE NEXT REGULAR BOARD MEETING SCHEDULED: June 2, 2014
(7:35 P.M.)
Motion by: Director Bryant to adjourn to the next Regular Board Meeting
scheduled: June 2, 2014

May 5, 2014 Minutes
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EAST CONTRA COSTA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS AGENDA ITEM NO. C.2

Meeting Date:

June 2, 2014

Subject/Title:

Agreement for Information Technology Services with the City of Brentwood for
Fiscal Year 2014-15.

Submitted by: Hugh Henderson, Fire Chief

RECOMMENDATION FOR ACTION
Adopt a resolution approving and authorizing the Fire Chief to execute an Agreement with the
City of Brentwood for Information Technology Services for Fiscal Year 2014-15.
PREVIOUS ACTION
On June 3, 2013, by Resolution 2013-12, the Board of Directors approved an Agreement with
the City of Brentwood for Information Technology Services for Fiscal Year 2013-14.

SUBJECT BACKGROUND
The City of Brentwood has provided information technology services to the District under serial
contracts since 2010, currently under an agreement that will expire on July 1, 2014. Staff
recommends approval of a contract with the City of Brentwood for information technology
support services agreement with the City of Brentwood, in an amount not to exceed $59,000, for
Fiscal Year 2014-15.
Services provided by the City of Brentwood under the current and proposed contracts are
detailed in Attachment A. These services include, but are not limited to, hardware and software
support and maintenance, electronic file maintenance and backup, connectivity services, web
services, and troubleshooting,

Attachments:

Resolution
Attachment A: Scope of Services
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EAST CONTRA COSTA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
* * *
RESOLUTION NO. 2014APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE FIRE CHIEF TO EXECUTE AN
AGREEMENT FOR INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SERVICES WITH THE
CITY OF BRENTWOOD THROUGH JUNE 30, 2015

WHEREAS, East Contra Costa Fire Protection District (District) needs information
technology support services for the District and the public we serve; and
WHEREAS, the District's current agreement with the City of Brentwood for information
technology support services will expire on July 1, 2014; and
WHEREAS, the District desires the City of Brentwood to continue providing information
technology support services for Fiscal Year 2014-15.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the East Contra Costa Fire Protection
District does hereby:
1. Approve an Agreement for Information Technology Services with the City of
Brentwood for a one-year period, through June 30, 2015, in an amount not to
exceed $59,000.
2. Authorize the Fire Chief to execute said Agreement and to take such other
actions as may be necessary to give effect to this resolution.
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the East Contra
Costa Fire Protection District at a regular meeting held on the 2nd day of June 2014 by the
following vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
_____________________________
Joel Bryant
President, Board of Directors
ATTEST:
____________________________
Hugh Henderson
Clerk of the Board
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ATTACHMENT “A”
SCOPE OF SERVICES
City shall provide the following services:
Connectivity – Maintain the File /Backup, Cell Phones, Laserfiche, Telestaff, Access Database,
Domain Controller, and Email Servers. Maintain and program routers, firewall and switches at
the following locations:
City Data Center – 9100 Brentwood Blvd, Brentwood
Station 50 – 134 Oak Street, Brentwood
Station 52 – 201 John Muir Parkway, Brentwood
Station 54 – 739 First Street, Brentwood
Station 59 – 1681 Bixler Road, Discovery Bay
Station 93 – 212 2nd Street, Oakley
Station 94 – 15 A Street, Knightsen
Sunshine Station 16 – 11851 Marsh Creek Road, Clayton - computer support only with the
computer made available at Station 50.
Backup - Weekly full backup of databases, critical folders and files.
Daily incremental backup of databases, critical folders and files.
Web Services – Maintain the Web Server, and ECCFPD’s website, update and install software
as required.
Update and install software as required.
Troubleshoot and maintain 17 desktop computers.
Troubleshoot as required to ensure operability of servers, routers, firewall and switches listed
above.
Troubleshoot remote data access services.
Coordinate needed assistance with County staff for connectivity to CAD, RMS and Financial
Reporting Software, and cell phone and internet providers,
Response time for non-emergency services approximately 10 to 24 hours.
Additional Services
Additional Services as authorized by the Fire or Battalion Chief will be billed based on actual
hours at Cost Allocation Step E Total Hourly Rate.
The ECCFPD is responsible for purchasing and paying directly for software, hardware, and
outside provider services unless authorized in an emergency by the Fire or Battalion Chief.
Emergency purchases will be billed quarterly at cost plus ten percent.
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EAST CONTRA COSTA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S AGENDA ITEM NO. C-3

Meeting Date:

June 2, 2014

Subject/Title:

Approve and authorize the Fire Chief to execute an Agreement for General
Counsel Services with the law firm Hanson Bridgett LLP to provide District
Legal Services.

Submitted by: Hugh Henderson, Fire Chief

RECOMMENDATION FOR ACTION
Adopt a Resolution approving and authorizing the Fire Chief, to execute an Agreement for
General Counsel Services with the law firm of Hanson Bridgett LLP to provide District legal
services through June 30, 2015, in an amount not-to-exceed one hundred twenty five thousand
dollars ($125,000).
PREVIOUS ACTION
On July 8, 2013, by Resolution 2013-15, the Board of Directors approved an Agreement for
General Counsel Services with the law firm of Hanson Bridgett LLP to provide District legal
services through June 30, 2014.
SUBJECT BACKGROUND
The East Contra Costa Fire Protection District is a special district formed pursuant to Fire
Protection District Law, California Health and Safety Code §13800 et seq. (“Code”). As such,
the District is required to operate in conformance with the Code relating to matters of District
structure, Board of Director’s, powers and duties of the District, finances, service, and employee
relations. In addition, the District is party to various labor contracts with District staff including
management, IAFF Local 1230 Firefighters Union, and AFSCME Local 2700 Clerical Union.
The special nature of the District and the services it provides requires legal representation that
is practiced in this field and applicable law.
The law firm of Hanson Bridgett possessed the necessary qualifications and exhibited
experience with Fire Protection District Law, multijurisdictional Boards of Directors, the Brown
Act, labor law, and the Firefighters Bill of Rights, as well as financing issues. It is proposed that
Shayna van Hoften, a Partner of the firm, will serve as General Counsel for the District, attend
Board of Directors’ meetings and maintain first point of contact for the District. Ms. Van Hoften
will be supported by Diane O’Malley, a partner in the labor and employment section at Hanson
Bridgett LLP, and the resources of the firm.
Current District operating budget appropriates expenses for legal services in the amount of
$125,000 for fiscal year 2014-15.
Attachments:
Resolution
Exhibit "A"
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EAST CONTRA COSTA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
* * *
RESOLUTION NO. 2014APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE FIRE CHIEF TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT
FOR GENERAL COUNSEL SERVICES WITH THE LAW FIRM OF HANSON
BRIDGETT LLP TO PROVIDE DISTRICT LEGAL SERVICES THROUGH JUNE 30,
2015, IN AN AMOUNT NOT-TO-EXCEED ONE HUNDRED TWENTY FIVE
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($125,000).
WHEREAS, The East Contra Costa Fire Protection District is a special district formed
pursuant to Fire Protection District Law, California Health and Safety Code §13800 et seq
(“Code”); and
WHEREAS, the District is required to operate in conformance with the Code and other
laws relating to matters of District structure, Board of Directors’, powers and duties, finances,
service and employee relations; and
WHEREAS, on July 8, 2013, by Resolution 2013-15, the Board of Directors approved an
Agreement for General Counsel Services with the law firm of Hanson Bridgett LLP to provide
District legal services through June 30, 2014.;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the East Contra Costa Fire Protection
District does hereby:
1. Approve an Agreement for General Counsel Services with the law firm of Hanson
Bridgett LLP through June 30, 2015, in an amount not-to-exceed one hundred
twenty five thousand dollars ($125,000).
2. Authorize the Fire Chief to execute said agreement.
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the East Contra
Costa Fire Protection District at a regular meeting held on the 2nd day of June 2014 by the
following vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
____________________________
Joel Bryant
President, Board of Directors
ATTEST:
____________________________
Hugh Henderson
Clerk of the Board
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EXHIBIT "A"
Fees
Partners, of counsel

$335 per hour

Employee Benefits Partners

$360 per hour

Counsel, Senior Counsel

$315 per hour

Associates

$285 per hour

Paralegals

$200 per hour

Case Clerks, Case Assistants,
Practice Support Analysts

$130 per hour

Travel
One Regular Monthly Board Meeting

No charge for travel time (for one General
Counsel)

Other Meetings

Charged one direction for travel time

Costs
Photocopies
Outgoing Faxes
Secretarial Overtime
Word Processing

15¢ per page
$1.00 per page
No charge
No charge
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EAST CONTRA COSTA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS AGENDA ITEM NO. C.4

Meeting Date: June 2, 2014
Subject/Title:

Establish Appropriations Limits for Fiscal Years 2010-11 through 2014-15

Submitted by: Hugh Henderson, Fire Chief

RECOMMENDATION FOR ACTION
Establish the appropriations limits applicable to the District during Fiscal Years 2010-2011
through 2014-2015 by ratifying the appropriations limits for Fiscal Years 2010-2011 through
2013-2014 and establish the appropriations limit for Fiscal Year 2014-2015 as $36,443,429.
SUBJECT BACKGROUND
Article XIIIB of the California Constitution and Sections 7902(b) and 7910 of the Government
Code require that each local agency subject thereto establish by resolution the applicable
appropriations limit for each Fiscal Year. Appropriations limits are determined by applying
factors issued by the California Department of Finance (reflecting changes in the California per
capita personal income and in population) to the prior year's appropriations limit. Previously,
the County calculated the appropriations limit applicable to the District for each Fiscal Year.
However, the last time the County performed such calculations was for Fiscal Year 2009-2010.
Therefore, the District needs to calculate and establish its appropriations limit for Fiscal Years
2010-2011 through 2014-2015 at this time.
The calculations using the applicable California Department of Finance factors have been
forwarded to the Board of Directors for review and have been made available for public
inspection. Attachment "A" is the Notice of Determination of Appropriations Limit for Fiscal
Year 2014-15, which was posted at the District's offices on May 16, 2015 (more than fifteen
days prior to this June 2, 2014 Board meeting, as required by law).
Establishment of the Appropriations Limit has no impact on the District's budget because this
authorization simply establishes the amount of its existing appropriations the District may
expend. Importantly, it does not increase taxes or other costs paid by District residents or
property owners; rather, it allows the District to make full use of the revenues it already receives.

Attachments:

Attachment A: Notice
Resolution

1

EAST CONTRA COSTA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION OF APPROPRIATIONS LIMIT
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014 - 2015
State law (Section 7910 of the Government Code) requires each local government
agency to determine during each fiscal year the appropriations limit pursuant to Article
XIIIB of the California Constitution applicable during the following fiscal year. The
limit must be adopted at a regularly scheduled meeting or a noticed special meeting and
the documentation used in determining the limit must be made available for public
review fifteen days prior to such meeting.
Set out below is the methodology proposed to be used to calculate the fiscal year
2014-2015 appropriations limit for the District. The limit as set forth below will be
considered and adopted at the meeting of the Board of Directors on June 2, 2014.

1. Appropriations limit for fiscal year 2013 - 2014
2. Population change (January 1, 2013 - January 1, 2014)

$36,175,729
.98%

3. Change in California per Capita Personal Income

Fiscal Year 2013 - 2014

- 0.23%

4. Fiscal year 2014 - 2015 adjustment factor

(1.0098 x .9977)

1.0074

5. Fiscal year 2014 - 2015 appropriations limit

(36,146,359 x 1.0074)

$36,443,429

Dated: May 16, 2014
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EAST CONTRA COSTA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
* * *
RESOLUTION NO. 2014ESTABLISHING THE APPROPRIATIONS LIMIT APPLICABLE TO
THE DISTRICT DURING FISCAL YEARS 2010-2011 THROUGH 2014-2015

WHEREAS, the appropriations limit applicable to the District during the
Fiscal Year was $36,146,359; and
WHEREAS, Article XIIIB of the California Constitution and
Sections 7902(b) and 7910 of the Government Code require that each local
agency subject thereto establish by resolution the applicable appropriations limit
for each Fiscal Year by applying to the limit for the previous Fiscal Year the
factors, as issued by the California Department of Finance, reflecting changes in
the California per capita personal income and in population; and
WHEREAS, the calculations showing the application of those factors
have been forwarded to the Board of Directors for review and have been made
available for public inspection; and
WHEREAS, the District's appropriations limit for Fiscal Year 2009-2010
was established as $32,070,984; and
WHEREAS, the applicable factors for Fiscal Year 2010-2011 are as
follows: (1) the change in the California per capita personal income was -2.54%;
and (2) the applicable change in population from January 2009 to January 2010
was 1.11%; and
WHEREAS, the applicable factors for Fiscal Year 2011-2012 are as
follows: (1) the increase in the California per capita personal income was 2.51%;
and (2) the applicable change in population from January 2010 to January 2011
was .77%; and
WHEREAS, the applicable factors for Fiscal Year 2012-2013 are as
follows: (1) the increase in the California per capita personal income was 3.77%;
and (2) the applicable change in population from January 2011 to January 2012
was .83%; and
WHEREAS, the applicable factors for Fiscal Year 2013-2014 are as
follows: (1) the increase in the California per capita personal income was 5.12%;
and (2) the applicable change in population from January 2012 to January 2013
was .77%; and

3

WHEREAS, the applicable factors for Fiscal year 2014-2015 are as
follows: (1) the change in the California per capita personal income was -0.23%
and (2) the applicable change in population from January 2013 to January 2014
was .98%.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the
East Contra Costa Fire Protection District that the appropriations limit for Fiscal
Year 2010-2011 be ratified as $31,602,747, the appropriations limit for Fiscal
Year 2011-2012 be ratified as $32,642,477, the appropriations limit for Fiscal
Year 2012-2013 be ratified as $34,153,823, the appropriations limit for Fiscal
Year 2013-2014 be ratified as $36,175,729, and that the appropriations limit for
Fiscal Year 2014-2015 be established as $36,443,429.
Passed and adopted this 2nd day of June, 2014, by the following vote of
the Board.

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Joel Bryant
President, Board of Directors
ATTEST:
_______________
Hugh Henderson,
Clerk of the District
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS AGENDA ITEM NO. D-1

Meeting Date:

June 2, 2014

Subject/Title:

Adopt Fiscal Year 2014-2015 Preliminary Operating, Development Fee and
Other Fund Budgets.

Submitted by: Hugh Henderson, Fire Chief

RECOMMENDATION FOR ACTION
Consideration of resolutions approving and adopting the preliminary Operating, Development
Fee and Other Fund Budgets for the East Contra Costa Fire Protection District for Fiscal Year
(FY) 2014-15.
PREVIOUS ACTION
On August 29, 2012 the Board approved by resolution 2012–13 acceptance of a Federal
Emergency Management Agency Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Response
(SAFER) grant in the amount of $7,809,480 to increase staffing for 24 months. The grant will
provide funding through November 2014.
On May 22, 2014 the Finance Committee reviewed and recommended the approval of the
attached preliminary operating, development fee and other fund budgets.
SUBJECT BACKGROUND
Proposed Preliminary Operating Budget
Staff proposes and the Finance Committee recommends an Operating Budget for FY 2014-15
in the amount of $12,322,428
The proposed FY 2014-15 Operating Budget identifies anticipated expenses under the following
staffing model:
•
•
•
•
•

48 full-time operational personnel through November 30, 2014
30 full-time operational personnel December 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015
5 stations staffed by a minimum of three personnel through November 30, 2014
3 stations staffed by a minimum of three personnel December 1, 2014 through June 30,
2015
2 administrative positions

Salary and benefit assumptions are continued per previously approved contracts with the
applicable employee unions. Budgeted staffing levels are all filled with full-time positions as
prescribed in the SAFER grant award requirements. The budget for service and supplies has
been reduced over the past several years to fund only the minimum necessities associated with
providing District services under the staffing model described above. The budget continues to
include expenses required to fund the Cal-Fire Amador Contract at the Marsh Creek Road
station.
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The following is a summary of additional assumptions included within the proposed budget:
•

Revenue: The majority (96%) of the District’s revenue is from property taxes. As a result
of recent economic conditions, this District's property tax revenue has declined 24.4%
from five years ago. Although local jurisdictions have begun to see signs that property
values are stabilizing, all indications are that it will take many years before the District's
property tax revenues can be expected to return to prerecession levels. The District
estimates that FY 2014-15 property tax revenues will increase 5% ($430,000) over FY
2013-14. Property tax receipts in the District are projected to increase in the upcoming
years as follows: 3% in FY 2015-16, 2.5% in FY 2016-17, and 2% per year in Fiscal
Years 2017-18 through 2023-24.

•

Retirement Expenses: After receiving revised pension cost estimates from the County
Retirement system, the District's pension contribution rates for FY 2014-15 and future
years have increased significantly in response to the County's latest actuarial study,
accepted August 6, 2013. The increases are due to a combination of factors, including
the investment earnings rate decreasing from 7.75% to 7.25%, historical contribution
rates, and the de-pooling of all the agencies in the retirement system. The preliminary
budget included an expected contribution increase of 40.47%, which impacts the budget
by $1,284,426 based on current staffing levels. The latest actuarial study assumes
District staffing levels in place as of 12/31/2012, with 42 (rather than the current 50)
employees. As any agency's employee count grows, payments toward unfunded
pension liabilities are spread across a larger headcount; the opposite is true in case of
headcount decreases. Looking ahead, if the District is required to cut staff, relative
contributions towards retirement expenses will necessarily rise. It should be noted that
the new labor agreement with Local 1230 saved the District 4.5% in contributions as the
employees are picking up the full burden of the employees' share of retirement costs.

•

Capital Improvement/Vehicle Replacement/Reserve Funds: Each of these funds
represents a fixed 1% of the operating budget and, as the funds accumulate over the
years, they will be available for station upgrades/repairs and replacement of equipment.

•

SAFER grant: The grant term started in November 2012 and will end in November of
2014. Personnel costs associated with grant-funded services will end in FY 2014-15
when the grant term ends.

•

East Bay Regional Communications System Authority: Starting in FY 2014-15 the
District will start paying a monthly system fee for the regional radio system. The system
fee is estimated to be $48,000 per year and has been included in the current service
model.

It is important to note the operating budget scenario incorporates only the necessary minimum
expenses required to operate under the current service model in an attempt to lower the
revenue gap. This leaves very little room for contingencies. Reserve and replacement funds are
in place, though they are in their infancy and not intended for routine operations. Unexpected
events that may negatively affect the budget will be brought to the Board’s attention, as will the
final budgets, any required budget adjustments and a mid-year budget review.
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Other Post-Employment Benefits (OPEB)
The OPEB Fund provides a funding source for post-employment retirement health benefits for
the District to meet its future financial obligations identified in existing employment contracts.
With approval of the proposed Operating Budget, the Board will be able to fund 42% of OPEB
liabilities, taking another step toward the Board-approved goal of funding 85% of the District's
OPEB liability by FY 2018-19.
Other Funds
Separate from the General Fund, which funds on-going operations and maintenance, the
District has various other funds that have been formed pursuant to State Codes or District
policies. Subject to State law and District policies, these funds are earmarked for specific uses;
therefore their revenues and expenditures are restricted and are limited. The following
summarizes the various funds:
Development Facility (Impact) Fees: These fees are collected under Government Code Section
66000 to mitigate the impacts of new development on fire facilities. Funds may only be used for
facilities, not operations, and are to provide necessary facilities and equipment as a result of
growth. Therefore these funds cannot be used to maintain existing facilities. The following fees
were imposed prior to the District’s merger in 2002 and the fees were supported by facilities
specific to the individual Districts; therefore, by law, separate accounting, investment and
expenditure is mandatory. Fees are collected from new development as residential and nonresidential building permits are issued.
•
•
•

Bethel Island Fire Protection District Facility Fee
East Diablo Fire Protection District Facility Fee (applicable to Brentwood, Byron,
Discovery Bay)
Oakley Fire Protection District Facility Fee (applicable to Oakley and Knightsen)

Development activity is unknown as a result of the current economy; therefore revenue from
new development is not anticipated in this fiscal year.
Community Facilities District: This is a special tax applicable to the boundaries of the Cypress
Lakes (now Summer Lakes) development in the City of Oakley for the purpose of operations
and maintenance. The tax is applicable to 629 parcels, of which 55% are built out. The budget
includes a contribution to the General Fund for services and costs associated with the tax levy
to be collected on the property tax roll. Revenue is transferred to the General (operating) Fund
to help support services in this area.
•

Cypress Lakes

Capital Improvement: Formed by the Board in April 2010, the Capital Improvement Fund is
intended to be used for improvement to District assets valued at $25,000 or greater. This fund
could be used for fire station remodels, refurbishment or replacement and District-wide needs
for critical infrastructure. The Capital Improvement Fund budget includes a transfer from the
General Fund of 1% of the operating budget.
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Equipment Replacement: The Equipment Replacement Fund would be used for capital
equipment and replacement of equipment with a useful life of 5 years or more or a replacement
cost of $10,000 or greater. This fund was also formed by the Board in April 2010. The
Equipment Replacement Fund includes a transfer from the General Fund of 1% of the operating
budget.
During its review of the preliminary budgets, the Finance Committee considered an alternative
set of budgets that allowed for balanced revenues and costs in fiscal year 2018-19. This
alternative model would require changes to several Board policies concerning reserves,
contributions to the Capital Improvement and Equipment Replacement Funds, and pre-funding
of retiree health (OPEB) obligations. If additional revenue is not attained through a benefit
assessment or special parcel tax, the Finance Committee recommends a Board workshop to
discuss the alternative model.
The Board will hold a budget hearing and be asked to adopt Final budgets for Fiscal Year 201415 no later than October 1, 2014.
Attachments:

Resolutions
Operating, Development Fee and Other Fund Budgets
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EAST CONTRA COSTA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
* * *
RESOLUTION NO. 2014-__

APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE PRELIMINARY OPERATING BUDGET FOR
FISCAL YEAR 2014-15 IN THE AMOUNT OF $12,322,428

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors has reviewed the financial condition of the East
Contra Costa Fire Protection District; and
WHEREAS, on May 22, 2014 the Finance Committee reviewed and recommended the
Preliminary Operating Budget for FY 2014-15 based upon a 48 operational personnel and 5
station staffing model through November 30, 2014 and a 30 operational personnel and 3 station
staffing model from December 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015 and;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the East Contra Costa Fire Protection
District does hereby approve and adopt the attached Preliminary Operating Budget for Fiscal
Year 2014-15 .

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the East Contra Costa Fire
Protection District at a regular meeting held on the 2nd day of June, 2014 by the following vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

____________________________
Joel Bryant
President, Board of Directors

ATTEST:

____________________________
Hugh Henderson
Clerk of the Board
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EAST CONTRA COSTA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
* * *
RESOLUTION NO. 2014-__

APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE PRELIMINARY DEVELOPMENT FACILITY FEE
AND OTHER FUND PRELIMINARY BUDGETS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014-15
WHEREAS, various actions were taken by the Board of Supervisors, acting as the East
Contra Costa Fire Protection District Board of Directors, to adopt facilities fees and special taxes
for the east county fire districts; and
WHEREAS, on April 5, 2010, the Board of Directors adopted resolutions creating the
Capital Improvement and Equipment Replacement fiscal accounts; and
WHEREAS, on August 2, 2010, the Board of Directors adopted Budget and Fiscal Policy
1-5 creating the Other Post-Employment Benefits Account; and
WHEREAS, on June 2, 2014, the Board of Directors adopted the Fiscal Year 2013-14
Preliminary Operating Budget; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the East Contra Costa Fire Protection
District does hereby approve and adopt the attached Preliminary Development Facility Fee and
Other Fund Budgets for Fiscal Year 2014-15.
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the East Contra Costa Fire
Protection District at a regular meeting held on the 2nd day of June 2014 by the following vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

____________________________
Joel Bryant
President, Board of Directors

ATTEST:

____________________________
Hugh Henderson
Clerk of the Board
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EAST CONTRA COSTA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS AGENDA ITEM NO. D.2

Meeting Date:

June 2, 2014

Subject/Title:

Introduce Ordinance Adopting Modified 2013 California Fire Code and Schedule
Public Hearing

Submitted by:

Hugh Henderson, Fire Chief

RECOMMENDATION FOR ACTION
Introduce and waive the first reading of Ordinance No. 2014-01 to adopt the 2013 California Fire Code
(CFC), with local amendments, as the fire code within the East Contra Costa Fire Protection District (District),
and set July 7, 2014, at 6:30 p.m., as the hearing date and time for the proposed adoption of the ordinance.
PREVIOUS ACTION
At the Board's April 7, 2014 meeting, the District adopted findings of need to modify the 2013 CFC due to
local conditions (the "Findings"). On May 2, 2014, the District sent to the cities and county where the
Ordinance will apply: (1) a copy of the draft District Ordinance, attached, adopting the 2013 CFC with local
amendments, and (2) Resolution No. 2014-7 adopting the Findings. As of publication of this Report, no
comments have been received from the cities or county.
SUBJECT BACKGROUND
The California Building Standards Commission has adopted and published the 2013 Building Standards
Code, which includes the 2013 CFC prepared and adopted by the State Fire Marshal. The statewide code
became effective January 1, 2013. Although the code applies statewide, Health and Safety Code sections
13869.7 and 18941.5 authorize a fire protection district to modify or change the statewide code and establish
more restrictive standards if the jurisdiction finds that the modifications and changes are reasonably
necessary because of local climatic, geological or topographical conditions. Ordinance No.2014-01 would
adopt the 2013 CFC and amend it to address local conditions.
The attached ordinance amends the 2013 CFC by establishing automatic sprinkler system requirements that
are more restrictive than the sprinkler requirements in the statewide code. The more restrictive requirements
are necessary due to the District's climatic, geological and topographical conditions, which impact fire
prevention efforts and the frequency, spread, acceleration, intensity and size of fire involving buildings. The
District's weed abatement program is incorporated into Section 319 of the ordinance. This program
authorizes the District to declare certain weeds that pose a fire hazard as a public nuisance, to abate those
weeds, and to recover abatement costs from property owners. This ordinance also prohibits un-tethered sky
lanterns. Chapter 5 and Appendix D of the ordinance establish requirements for fire apparatus access roads,
including requirements for turnouts, parking on access roads, and maximum grades. Notice of the July 7,
2014 public hearing and ordinance will be published in accordance with applicable laws.
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Without the adoption of the 2013 CFC with local amendments, the fire district will not have the legal authority
to enforce any exterior hazard abatement standards or the ability to conduct fire and life safety inspections in
occupancies other than high-rise buildings, schools, hotels, motels, apartments, and day care facilities. In
addition, without adoption of the CFC, occupancies that conduct operations such as the production, storage,
and sale of hazardous materials, places of assembly, and the review of construction documents and testing
of fire protection and fire alarm systems would no longer be regulated by the District.
Attachment:

Ordinance
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EAST CONTRA COSTA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
***
ORDINANCE NO. 2014-01
ADOPTING THE 2013 CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE WITH AMENDMENTS
The Board of Directors of the East Contra Costa Fire Protection District hereby ordains as follows:
SECTION 1. ADOPTION OF THE CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE.
The East Contra Costa Fire Protection District (District) hereby adopts the 2013 California Fire Code
(California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 9 [based on the 2012 International Fire Code published by the
International Code Council]), including Chapters 1-10 and 12-80, Appendix B, Appendix C, Appendix D,
Appendix F, Appendix H, Appendix I, Appendix J, and Appendix K, as amended by the changes, additions
and deletions set forth in this ordinance. The 2013 California Fire Code, with the changes, additions, and
deletions set forth this ordinance, is adopted by this reference as though fully set forth in this ordinance. As
of the effective date of this ordinance, the provisions of the fire code are controlling and enforceable within
the limits of each jurisdiction.
SECTION 2. AMENDMENTS TO THE CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE.
The 2013 California Fire Code is amended by the changes, additions and deletions set forth in this
Section 2. Chapter and Section numbers used below are those of the 2013 California Fire Code.
Chapter 1. Scope and Administration.
Section 101.1 is amended to read:
101.1 Title. This code is the Fire Code of the East Contra Costa Fire Protection District, and is
hereinafter referred to as “this code”.
Section 102.1 is amended to add item 5, to read:
102.1 Construction and design provisions. The construction and design provisions of this
code shall apply to:
5. Where not otherwise limited by law, the provisions of this code shall apply to vehicles,
ships, and boats that are permanently affixed to a specific location within the boundaries
of this jurisdiction.
Section 105.6 is amended to read:
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105.6 Required operational permits. The Fire Code Official, or his/her delegee, is authorized to
issue operational permits for the operations set forth in Chapter 1, Sections 105.6.1 through
105.6.54.
Section 105.6 is amended by adding subsections 105.6.48 through 105.6.54, to read:
105.6.48 Asbestos removal. A permit is required to conduct asbestos-removal operations
regulated by Section 3318.
105.6.49 Battery systems. A permit is required to operate stationary lead-acid battery systems
having a liquid capacity of more than 50 gallons (189 L) pursuant to Section 608.
105.6.50 Christmas tree sales. A permit is required to use a property for the purpose of selling cut
Christmas trees.
105.6.51 Firework aerial display. A permit is required to conduct a firework display regulated by
California Code of Regulations, Title 19 and Chapter 56 of this code.
105.6.52 Model rockets. A permit is required to sell model rockets equipped with model rocket
motors or to launch model rockets more than three times from the same site on any day pursuant
to California Code of Regulations, Title 19, Division 1, Article 17.
105.6.53 Temporary water supply. A permit is required to use a temporary water supply for
construction of residential projects or subdivisions pursuant to Section 3312.1.
105.6.54 Tire storage. A permit is required to store more than 1,000 cubic feet (28.3m3) of tires
inside buildings pursuant to Chapter 34.
Section 105.7 is amended to read:
105.7 Required construction permits. The Fire Code Official is authorized to issue construction
permits for the operations set forth in Chapter 1, Sections 105.7.1 through 105.7.21.
Section 105.7 is amended by adding sections 105.7.17 through 105.7.22 as follows:
105.7.17 Access for fire apparatus. Plans shall be submitted and a permit is required to install,
improve, modify, or remove public or private roadways, driveways, and bridges for which District
access is required by the Fire Code. A permit is required to install a gate across a fire apparatus
access road pursuant to Section 503.
105.7.18 Construction, alteration, or renovation of a building for which a building permit is
required.
Plans shall be submitted to the Fire Code Official for all land developments or for the construction,
alteration, or renovation of a building within the jurisdiction where a building permit is required.
Exception: Non-sprinklered Group R-3 Occupancies where work does not involve a
substantial addition or expansion.
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105.7.19 Medical gas systems. A construction permit is required for the installation of or
modification to a medical gas system pursuant to Section 5306.
105.7.20 Refrigeration equipment. A permit is required to install a mechanical refrigeration
unit or system regulated by Chapter 6.
105.7.21 Land Development, Subdivisions. Plans shall be submitted to the Fire Code Official
for all land developments or improvements proposed within the jurisdiction that involve the
subdivision of land.
105.7.22 Water supply for fire protection. Plans shall be submitted to the Fire Code Official for the
purpose of determining whether adequate water supplies, fire hydrants, and associated systems are
provided for all facilities, buildings or portions of buildings either constructed or moved into the
District pursuant to Section 507.
Section 105.8 is added to read:
105.8 Responsibility of permitee. Work performed under a construction permit shall be in
accordance with the approved plans and with all requirements of this code and any other laws or
regulations applicable thereto. No District approval relieves or exonerates any person from the
responsibility of complying with the provisions of this code, nor does any District approval establish
any vested rights with respect to any work performed that is performed or completed in violation of
this code.
Section 108.1 is amended to read:
108.1 Board of Appeals established. In order to hear and decide appeals of orders, decisions or
determinations made by the Fire Code Official relative to the application and interpretation of this
code, there is hereby created a board of appeals. The board of appeals is comprised of the Board
of Directors.
Section 108.3 is deleted.
Section 109.4 is amended in its entirety to read:
109.4 Violation penalties. Every person who violates any provision of this fire code is guilty of an
infraction or misdemeanor, which will be determined by the District, in accordance with Health and
Safety Code Section 13871. Each infraction or misdemeanor will be punishable by an
administrative fine, in accordance with Government Code Section 53069.4. The imposition of one
penalty for any violation shall not excuse the violation or permit it to continue; and all such persons
shall be required to correct or remedy such violations or defects within a reasonable time; and when
not otherwise specified, each ten (10) days that prohibited conditions are maintained shall
constitute a separate offense. The application of the aforesaid penalty shall not be held to prevent
the enforced removal of prohibited conditions. This section is a declaration of Health and Safety
Code section 13871 and is not intended to create a different or separate penalty.
Section 111.4 is amended to read:
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111.4 Failure to comply. Any person who continues any work after having been served with a
stop work order is subject to citation, except any work that a person is directed by the Fire Code
Official to perform to remove a violation or unsafe condition.
Chapter 2. Definitions.
Section 202 is amended by adding the following definitions to read:
Administrator. Fire Chief.
All-weather driving surface. A roadway with a minimum surface finish of one layer of asphalt or
concrete that is designed to carry the imposed weight loads of fire apparatus.
Board of Directors. The Board of Directors of the East Contra Costa Fire Protection District is the
governing body of the District.
Driveway. A private roadway that provides access to no more than two (2) single-family
dwellings.
Fire Code Official. In the District, the Fire Code Official is the Fire Chief.
Firebreak. A continuous strip of land upon and from which all rubbish, weeds, grass or other
growth that could be expected to burn has been abated or otherwise removed in order to prevent
extension of fire from one area to another.
Firetrail. A graded firebreak of sufficient width, surface, and design to provide access for
personnel and equipment to suppress and to assist in preventing a surface extension of fires.
Nuisance Fire Alarm. The activation of any fire protection or alarm system which results in the
response of the District and is caused by malfunction, improper maintenance, negligence, or
misuse, of the system by an owner, occupant, employee, or agent, or any other activation not
caused by excessive heat, smoke, fire, or similar activating event.
Response time.
on scene.

The elapsed time from receipt of call to the arrival of the first unit

Running time. The calculated time difference between leaving the first-due station and
arriving on the emergency scene.
Rural area. An area generally designated for agricultural or open space uses with parcels
more than 10 acres (4.046873ha) in size.
Rural residential area. An area generally designated for single family residential use with parcels
between three (1.2140619ha) and 10 (4.046873ha) acres in size.
Sky Lantern. An airborne lantern typically, but not necessarily, made of paper with a wood frame
containing a candle, fuel cell composed of waxy flammable material, or other open flame that
serves as a heat source, which heats the air inside the lantern to cause it to lift into the air. Sky
candles, fire balloons, and airborne paper lanterns are considered sky lanterns under this code.
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Sprinkler Alarm and Supervisory System (SASS): A Dedicated Function Fire Alarm System
located at the protected premise installed specifically to monitor sprinkler water-flow alarm, valve
supervisory, and general trouble conditions where a Building Fire Alarm is not required.
Substantial Addition or Expansion. Addition, expansion, remodel, or renovation of any
structure where the addition of new fire area exceeds fifty percent of the existing fire area.
Temporary fire department access road for construction. An approved temporary
roadway for emergency vehicle use during construction of residential subdivision projects.
Temporary fire department access road for construction of one (1) residential (R3) unit. A
temporary roadway for emergency vehicle use during construction of an individual residential (R3)
structure where a fire department access road is required as part of the project.
Temporary water supply. Water stored for firefighting purposes in an approved aboveground
tank during combustible construction.
Tree litter. Any limbs, bark, branches and/or leaves in contact with other vegetation or left to
gather on the ground.
Chapter 3. General Precautions Against Fire.
Section 304.1.2 is amended to read:
304.1.2 Vegetation. Hazards created by the growth of weeds, grass, vines, trees or other growth
capable of being ignited and endangering property shall be mitigated in accordance with Section
319.
Section 304.1.4 is added to read:
304.1.4 Clothes Dryers. Clothes dryers shall be frequently cleaned to maintain the lint trap,
mechanical and heating components, vent duct and associated equipment free from
accumulations of lint and combustible materials.
Section 308.1.4 Exception 1 is amended to read:
Exception 1. Residential Occupancies.
Section 308.1.6.3 is added to read:
308.1.6.3 Sky lanterns. No person shall release or cause to be released an untethered sky
lantern. A sky lantern shall be tethered in a safe manner to prevent it from becoming airborne,
and it must be constantly attended until extinguished.
Section 319 is added to Chapter 3, to read:
319 Exterior Fire Hazard Control.
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319.1 General.
319.1.1 Jurisdictional Authority. The Board of Directors, retains is power and rights to act
pursuant to Part 5 (commencing with Section 14875), Division 12, of the Health and Safety
Code, to clear or order the clearing of rubbish, litter or other flammable material where such
flammable material endangers the public safety by creating a fire hazard. Fire hazard
abatement will be conducted in accordance with the provisions of said Part 5 and this ordinance.
In the application of the provisions of said Part 5 to fire hazard abatement proceedings under
this ordinance and the Fire Protection District Law of 1987, the terms “Board of Directors” or
“Board,” when used in Part 5, means the Board of Fire Commissioners of this jurisdiction under
this section; and the officers designated in Health and Safety Code Section 14890 are the
employees of the jurisdiction.
319.1.3 Contract for Services. The Board of Directors reserves and retains the power to
award a contract for fire hazard abatement work when the employees of the jurisdiction are not
used to perform the abatement work.
319.2 Definitions.
Weeds. All weeds growing upon streets or private property in the jurisdiction, including
any of the following:
1. Weeds that bear seeds of a fluffy nature or are subject to flight.
2. Sagebrush, chaparral (including Chamise, Coyote Brush/Greasewood, Brooms, and
Buckwheat), and any other brush or weeds that attain such large growth as to
become, when dry, a fire menace to adjacent improved property.
3. Weeds that are otherwise noxious or dangerous.
4. Poison oak and poison sumac when the conditions of growth constitute a menace
to public health.
5. Dry grass, brush, tree litter, litter, or other flammable materials that endanger the public
safety by creating a fire hazard.
Rubbish. Waste matter, litter, trash, refuse, debris and dirt on streets, or private property in the
jurisdiction which is, or when dry may become, a fire hazard.
Streets. Includes alleys, parkways, driveways, sidewalks, areas between sidewalks and
curbs, highways, public right of ways, private road, trails, easements, and fire trails.
Person. Includes individuals, firms, partnerships, and corporations.
Defensible Space. The area within the perimeter of a parcel providing the key point of
defense from an approaching wildland or escaping structure fire.
Priority Hazard Zone. An area where the threat from wildfire is severe due to proximity to
open space, topography, degree of space, density of homes amount of vegetation (native and
ornamental) and other conditions favorable to fast moving fires.
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Reduced Fuel Zone. The area that extends from thirty (30) feet to one hundred (100) feet or
more away from the structure or to the property line, whichever is closer to the structure.
Cost of Abatement. Includes all expenses incurred by the jurisdiction in its work of abatement
undertaken and administrative costs pursuant to Section 319.5 of this Ordinance.
319.3 Weeds and Rubbish a Public Nuisance . The Board hereby declares that all weeds
growing upon private property or streets in this jurisdiction and all rubbish on private property
or streets in this jurisdiction are public nuisances. Such weed nuisance is seasonal and
recurrent.
319.4 Abatement of Hazard.
319.4.1 Prohibition. No person who has any ownership or possessory interest in or control of
parcel of land shall allow to exist thereon any hazardous rubbish, weeds, trees, or other
vegetation that constitutes a fire hazard. Destruction by burning within this jurisdiction is
unlawful unless the written permission of the Fire Chief or designee is first obtained, and all
other applicable permits are obtained from appropriate governing agencies or jurisdictions.
319.4.2 Specific Requirements. The District shall develop minimum abatement standards for
land in residential, rural and/or rural residential, business, industrial areas, or land which is
unused or vacant. Such standards may be modified periodically as circumstances dictate.
319.4.2.1 Clearance of Weeds from Streets. The Fire Code Official is authorized to cause
areas within 10 feet (3048 mm) on each side of portions of streets which are improved, designed
or ordinarily used for vehicular traffic to be cleared of flammable vegetation and other
combustible growth. The Fire Code Official is authorized to enter upon private property to do
so, to the extent allowed by law.
319.5 Abatement Procedures.
319.5.1 Abatement Order. The Fire Code Official may order the abatement of the weeds
and rubbish described in Sections 304.1.2 and 319.2. On making the order, the Fire Code
Official will mail a copy of a notice to the owners of the affected property as their names and
addresses appear upon the last county equalized assessment roll, or as their names and
addresses are known to the Fire Code Official. As an alternative to mailing, the notice may be
posted upon the affected property and published in the jurisdiction, not less than 15 days prior
to the date of the abatement hearing. Copies of the notice will be headed with the words
“Notice to Abate Weeds and Rubbish” in letters at least one inch high. The notice will be in
substantially the following form:
NOTICE TO ABATE WEEDS AND RUBBISH
You are hereby notified that weeds and rubbish constitute a fire hazard on the
following described property owned by you:
(Describe property by common street designation, by metes and bounds,
Assessor’s code area and parcel number, or by reference to attached map).
ORDINANCE NO. 2014-__
9

6208673.5

You must remove the weeds and rubbish within fifteen (15) days from the date of
this notice. If you fail to do so, the East Contra Costa Fire Protection District
(District) will remove it, and the cost of the abatement, including administrative
costs, will be collected as property taxes and will be a lien on your property until
paid.
You are further notified that the District Board of Directors has declared that such
weeds and rubbish constitute a public nuisance and that such weeds also
constitute a seasonal and recurring nuisance.
You may appear before the Board of Directors of this jurisdiction on (time and
date) at (place- room, street, address, and city) to show cause why this order
should not be enforced.
(Signed): (Name of Fire Code Official)
319.5.2 Hearing Date. A date for hearing on the notice will be sent at least fifteen (15) days
after the date of the notice. The date of the notice is the date on which the notice is placed in
the United States mail or the date on which it is posted on the property. At the hearing, the
property owner or his agent may appear to show cause why the order should not be enforced.
For good cause shown, the Board of Directors may extend the time for compliance with the
order or may rescind the order.
319.5.3 Contract Award. If the owner fails to comply with the order, the Fire Code Official may
have the weeds and rubbish abated either by employees of this jurisdiction or by contract. If a
contract is awarded, it will be by public bid, awarded to the lowest responsible bidder. A contract
may include work on more than one parcel. Concerning any contract previously awarded as
provided in this subsection and that has been fully extended as provided in that contract, it may
thereafter be extended on its same terms and conditions for a further period (not to exceed one
year) by agreement of the Board of Directors and the involved contractor.
319.5.4 Abatement Report of Costs. The Fire Code Official or his or her designee abating the
nuisance will keep an account of the cost of abatement in front of or on each separate parcel of
land and will render an itemized report in writing to the Board of Directors showing the cost of
removing the weeds and rubbish on or in front of each separate lot or parcel of land, or both.
Before the report is submitted to the Board of Directors, a copy of it will be posted for at least
three days on or near the chamber door of the Board with a notice of the time and when the
report will be submitted to the Board for confirmation. At the time fixed for receiving and
considering the report, the Board of Directors will hear it and any objections of any of the
property owners liable to be assessed for the work of abatement. Thereupon, the Board of
Directors may make such modifications in the report as it deems necessary, after which the
report will be confirmed. The amount of the cost, including administrative costs, of abating the
nuisance in front of or upon the various parcels of the land mentioned in the report as confirmed
will constitute special assessment against the respective parcels of land, and are a lien on the
property for the amount of the respective assessments. Such lien attaches upon recordation, in
the office of the County Recorder, of a certified copy of the Resolution of Confirmation.
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319.5.5 Cost Assessments. Upon confirmation of the report of cost by the Board of Directors
and the recordation of the Resolution of Confirmation, a copy of the report of cost will be sent to
the County Auditor, who will enter the amount of the assessments against the parcels.
Thereafter the amount of the assessments will be collected at the same time and in the same
way as County taxes are collected. The owners are subject to the same penalties and the
same procedure and sale in case of delinquency as provided for ordinary county taxes. All laws
applicable to the levy, collection, and enforcement of county taxes are applicable to these
assessment taxes.
319.6 Alternate Mitigation. In lieu of ordering abatement as provided in Section 319.5.1, the
Fire Code Official of this jurisdiction may order the preparation of firebreaks/fuelbreaks around
parcels of property where combustible weeds, crops, or brush are present. In determining the
proper width for firebreaks/fuelbreaks, the Fire Code Official will consider the height of the growth,
weather condition, topography, and the accessibility to the property for fire protection equipment.
The procedure set forth in Section 319.5.1 for the abatement of weeds and rubbish shall apply to
the preparation of firebreaks/fuelbreaks.
319.7 Subsurface Fires.
319.7.1 Peat Fire. It is the duty of each person, firm, corporation, or association not to permit a
peat fire in or a fire involving combustible vegetable matters under the surface of the natural
ground to remain upon the property. It is hereby declared that it is the duty of any person as
herein defined to take all necessary precautions to extinguish any subsurface fire involving peat
or vegetable material at the owner’s own cost and expense.
319.7.2 Fire Suppression Costs. If there exists upon the lands or property of any person as
herein defined a subsurface fire involving the burning or combustion of peat, vegetable matter or
vegetation, and the owner or occupant thereof has not taken reasonable precautions within a
reasonable time to extinguish or minimize such fire or combustion, this jurisdiction may, in
addition to its regular duties to extinguish or minimize such fire or combustion, go upon the lands
of any person as herein defined and extinguish such fire or combustion. Any costs incurred by
the District in fighting the fire and for the cost of providing rescue or emergency medical services
shall be a charge against the property owner. The charge shall constitute a debt of the property
owner and is collectable by the jurisdiction incurring those costs in the same manner as in the
case of an obligation under a contract, express or implied. (See Health and Safety Code
§13009.)
Section 320 is added to Chapter 3 to read:
320 Automobile Wrecking Yards.
320.1 General. The operation of automobile wrecking yards shall be in accordance with this
section.
320.2 Definitions.
Automobile Wrecking Yard. An area that stores or dismantles salvaged vehicles.
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Automobile Dismantling. The operation of dismantling or removing parts from salvaged
vehicles including engines or engine parts.
320.3 Requirements.
320.3.1 Permits. An operation permit is required for all automobile wrecking yards,
automobile dismantling operations, and similar operations.
320.3.2 Fire Apparatus Access Roads. Fire apparatus access roads shall be constructed
throughout the site in accordance with this code and shall be maintained clear of all vehicles
and stored items.
320.3.3 Welding and cutting. Welding and cutting operations shall be conducted in an
approved location, clear of all flammable liquids and combustible materials, including weeds,
tires and all other debris.
320.3.4 Housekeeping. Combustible rubbish accumulated on site shall be collected and stored in
approved containers, rooms or vaults of noncombustible materials. Combustible vegetation, cut or
uncut, shall be removed when determined by the Fire Code Official to be a fire hazard.
320.3.5 Fire Protection. Offices, storage buildings and vehicles used for site operations shall
each be provided with at least one portable fire extinguisher with not less than a 4A:40B:C rating.
When required by the Fire Code Official, additional fire extinguishers shall be provided.
320.3.6 Tire storage. Tires shall be stored in racks or in a manner as approved by the Fire Code
Official.
320.3.6.1 Distance from Water Supply. Tire storage shall be located on-site and no further
than 500 feet from a fire hydrant or an approved water supply as determined by the Fire Code
Official.
320.3.7 Storage Piles. Storage piles shall be located a minimum of 20 feet from property lines
and shall have an unobstructed access road on all sides of not less than 20 feet.
320.3.8 Burning operations. The burning of salvaged vehicles and salvaged or waste
materials is prohibited.
320.3.9 Motor vehicle fluids. Motor vehicle fluid shall be drained from salvaged vehicles when
such liquids are leaking onto the ground and prior to dismantling or removing engine/motor
parts.
320.3.9.1 Mitigation of leaking fluids. Precautions shall be taken to prevent fluids from salvaged
vehicles from leaking onto the ground. Supplies or equipment capable of mitigating leaks from fuel
tanks, crankcases, brake systems and transmissions shall be kept available on site. Single-use
plugs, diking and absorbent materials shall be disposed of as hazardous waste and removed from
the site in a manner in accordance with federal, state and local requirements.
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320.3.10 Fuel tanks. Fuel tanks of salvaged vehicles shall be emptied of all flammable (gasoline,
diesel) fuels in an approved manner and stored in approved tanks.
320.3.10.1 Repair of vehicle fuel tanks. The repair of fuel tanks, including cutting, welding or
drilling of any kind, is prohibited.
320.3.11 Lead acid batteries. Lead acid batteries shall be removed from all salvaged vehicles
and stored in an approved manner in a location approved by the Fire Code Official.
Chapter 4. Emergency Planning and Preparedness.
Section 401.5 is amended by adding a new subsection 401.5.1 to read:
401.5.1 Nuisance Fire Alarm fee. A fee may be charged for false and/or nuisance fire
alarms in accordance with a fee schedule adopted by the Board of Directors.
Section 403.2 is amended to read:
403.2 Public Safety Plan. In other than Group E occupancies, where the Fire Code Official
determines that an indoor or outdoor gathering of persons has an adverse impact on public safety
through diminished access to buildings, structures, fire hydrants and fire apparatus access roads
or where such gatherings adversely affect public safety services of any kind, the Fire Code Official
shall have the authority to order the development of, or prescribe a plan for, the provision of an
approved level of public safety.
Chapter 5. Fire Service Features.
Section 503.1 is amended to add subsection 503.1.4 to read:
503.1.4 Access to Open Spaces. When existing access to open land or space, or to fire trail
systems maintained for public or private use, is obstructed by new development of any kind, the
developer shall provide an alternate means of access into the area that is sufficient to allow
access for fire personnel and apparatus. The alternate means of access must be approved by
the Fire Code Official.
Section 503.2.1 is amended by adding the following exception:
Exception: A minimum 16 foot wide driveway is acceptable for access to one or two singlefamily dwellings.
Section 505 is amended by adding Section 505.3, to read:
505.3 Street names and addressing. Street names and addressing shall be submitted for
review and approval to the Fire Code Official, whose approval will not be unreasonably withheld.
The purpose of the review is to verify that new street names and addressing will not duplicate
existing street names and addressing.
Section 507.2 is amended by adding subsection 507.2.3, to read:
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507.2.3 Suburban and rural water supply storage. Swimming pools and ponds shall not be
considered water storage for the purposes of Section 507.1.
Chapter 6. Building Services and Systems.
Section 603.6 is amended by adding subsection 603.6.6, to read:
603.6.6 Sparks from chimneys. A chimney that is used with either a fireplace or heating
appliances in which solid or liquid fuel is used shall be maintained with spark arresters that are
required for incinerators pursuant to the California Mechanical Code.
Chapter 8. Interior Finish, Decorative Materials and Furnishings.
Section 806 is amended by adding subsections 806.1.4, 806.1.5 and 806.1.6, to read:
806.1.4 Flame retardants. Cut trees shall be treated by a California State Fire Marshallicensed fire retardant applicator. Trees shall be properly treated with an approved flame
retardant.
806.1.5 Tags. Trees shall bear a tag stating date of placement in the public building, type of flameretardant treatment used, name of the person who applied the flame retardant, the name of the
person affixing the tag, a permit expiration date and the name of the designated individual making
daily tests.
806.1.6 Daily tests. Trees shall be tested daily by a designated individual. The test shall include
a check for dryness and adequate watering.
Chapter 9. Fire Protection Systems.
Section 901.6.2.2 is added to read:
901.6.2.2 Inspection Records. Records of all Inspections, testing and maintenance for all water
based fire suppression systems shall be completed on the forms found in Annex B of NFPA 25,
California Edition.
Section 902 is amended to add:
Substantial Addition or Expansion. Addition, expansion, remodel, or renovation of any
structure where the addition of new fire area exceeds fifty percent of the existing fire area.
Section 903.2 is adopted in its entirety except as amended below:
903.2.1.1 Group A-1. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group A-1 occupancies
where one of the following conditions exists:
1. The fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet.
2. The fire area has an occupant load of 300 or more.
3. The fire area is located on a floor other than a level of exit discharge serving such
occupancies.
ORDINANCE NO. 2014-__
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4. The fire area contains a multi-theater complex.
903.2.1.3 Group A-3. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group A-3 occupancies
where one of the following conditions exists:
1. The fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet.
2. The fire area has an occupant load of 300 or more.
3. The fire area is located on a floor other than a level of exit discharge serving such
occupancies.
4. The structure exceeds 10,000 square feet, contains more than one fire area containing
exhibition and display rooms, and is separated into two or more buildings by fire walls of
less than four hour fire resistance rating without openings.
903.2.1.4 Group A-4. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group A-4 occupancies
where one of the following conditions exists:
1. The fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet
2. The fire area has an occupant load of 300 or more.
3. The fire area is located on a floor other than a level of exit discharge serving such
occupancies.
903.2.1.6 Group B. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group B occupancies
where the fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet.
903.2.3 Group E. Except as provided for in Section 903.2.19 for a new public school campus an
automatic sprinkler system shall be provided for Group E occupancies as follows:
1. Throughout all Group E fire areas greater than 5,000 square feet in area.
2. Throughout every portion of educational buildings below the lowest level of exit discharge
serving that portion of the building.
Exception: An automatic sprinkler system is not required in any area below the lowest
level of exit discharge serving that area where every classroom throughout the building
has at least one exterior exit door at ground level.
3. In rooms or areas with special hazards such as laboratories, vocational shops and other
such areas where hazardous materials in quantities not exceeding the maximum allowable
quantity are used or stored.
4. Throughout any Group E structure greater than 10,000 square feet in area, which contains
more than one fire area, and which is separated into two or more buildings by fire walls of
less than four hour fire resistance rating without openings.
903.2.4 Group F-1. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout all buildings
containing a Group F-1 occupancy where one of the following conditions exists:
1. A Group F-1 fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet.
2. A Group F-1 fire area is located more than three stories above grade plane.
3. The combined area of all Group F-1 fire areas on all floors, including any mezzanines,
exceeds 10,000 square feet.
903.2.7 Group M. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout buildings containing a
Group M occupancy where one of the following conditions exists:
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1. A Group M fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet.
2. A Group M fire area is located more than three stories above grade plane.
3. The combined area of all Group M fire areas on all floors, including any mezzanines,
exceeds 10,000 square feet.
4. A Group M occupancy is used for the display and sale of upholstered furniture.
5. The structure exceeds 10,000 square feet, contains more than one fire area containing a
Group M occupancy, and is separated into two or more buildings by fire walls of less than 4hour fire- resistance rating.
903.2.8 Group R. An automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section 903.3
shall be provided throughout all Group R occupancies, including manufactured and mobile
homes, regardless of whether or not the manufactured or mobile home is located in a mobile
home park.
903.2.8.2 Group R-3 Substantial Addition or Expansion. An automatic sprinkler system shall be
provided throughout all existing Group R-3 dwellings where a substantial addition or expansion
occurs and the new total fire area of the structure exceeds 3,600 square feet.
903.2.9 Group S-1. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout all buildings
containing a Group S-1 occupancy where one of the following conditions exists:
1. A Group S-1 fire area exceeds 5,000 square feet.
2. A Group S-1 fire area is located more than three stories above grade plane.
3. The combined area of all Group S-1 fire areas on all floors, including any mezzanines,
exceeds 10,000 square feet.
903.2.9.1 Repair garages. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout all
buildings used as repair garages in accordance with Section 406 of the California Building Code,
as shown:
1. Buildings having two or more stories above grade plane, including basements, with a fire
area
containing a repair garage exceeding 5,000 square feet.
2. Buildings no more than one story above grade plane, with a fire area containing a repair
garage exceeding 5,000 square feet
3. Buildings with repair garages servicing vehicles parked in basements.
903.2.10 Group S-2 enclosed parking garages. An automatic sprinkler system shall be
provided throughout buildings classified as enclosed parking garages in accordance with
Section 406.4 of the California Building Code as follows:
1. Where the fire area of the enclosed parking garage exceeds 5,000 square feet; or
2. Where the enclosed parking garage is located beneath other occupancy groups.
Section 903.3.1.1.2 is added to read:
903.3.1.1.2 Undeclared Use. In buildings of undeclared use with floor to structure height greater
than 14 feet (356 mm), the fire sprinkler system shall be designed to conform to Extra Hazard
Group I design density. In buildings of undeclared use with floor to structure height less than 14
feet (356 mm), the fire sprinkler system shall be designed to conform to Ordinary Group II design
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density. Where a subsequent occupancy requires a system with greater capability, it shall be the
responsibility of the owner and/or the occupant to upgrade the system.
Section 903.3.5 is amended to add subsection 903.3.5.3 to read:
903.3.5.3 Non-permissible water supply storage. Swimming pools and ponds shall not be
considered water storage for the purposes of Section 903.3.5.
Section 903.3.8 is amended to read:
903.3.8. Floor control valves. Individual floor control valves and waterflow detection assemblies
shall be provided for each floor in multi-floor buildings at an approved location.
Exception: Group R-3 and R-3.1 Occupancies
Section 903.4.2 is amended to read:
903.4.2 Alarms. One approved audible and visual device shall be connected to every automatic
sprinkler system at an approved location. Such sprinkler water-flow alarm devices shall be
activated by water flow equivalent to the flow of a single sprinkler of the smallest orifice size
installed in the system. Audible and visual alarm devices shall be provided on the exterior of the
building in an approved location. Where a fire alarm system is installed, actuation of the automatic
sprinkler system shall actuate the building fire alarm system.
Section 903.6 is amended by adding subsections 903.6.1 and 903.6.2 to read:
903.6.1 Substantial Addition or Expansion. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided
throughout all existing buildings where a substantial addition or expansion occurs and the total fire
area of the structure exceeds 5,000 square feet. Group R-3 substantial additions or expansions
shall comply with Section 903.2.8.2.
903.6.2 Change of occupancy classification. Any existing building that undergoes a change of
occupancy classification into a higher hazard category shall comply with the requirements of
Section 903.2. Relative hazard categories of occupancy groups shall be established based upon
the Heights and Areas Hazard Categories of Table 1012.4 of the 2012 edition of the International
Existing Building Code, as published by the International Code Council. The requirements of
Section 903.2 shall not be required when a change of occupancy classification is made to an equal
or lesser hazard category. Group L occupancies shall be considered a relative hazard of 1 (highest
hazard). R-3.x occupancies shall be considered a relative hazard of 4 (lowest hazard).
Section 907.4.4 is added to read:
907.4.4 Monitoring of other fire systems. In buildings equipped with a fire alarm system or
sprinkler alarm and supervisory service (SASS) system, where other fire suppression or
extinguishing systems are installed in the building (including but not limited to commercial kitchen
suppression systems, pre-action fire suppression systems, dry chemical systems, and clean agent
systems), these other suppression systems shall be monitored by the SASS dedicated function fire
alarm system and transmitted as a specific signal to the Central Station. The system shall be
monitored in compliance with Section 907.6.5.
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Section 907.5.2.3.1 is amended to read:
907.5.2.3.1 Public and common areas. Visible alarm notification appliances shall be provided in
public use areas and common use areas, including but not limited to:
1. Sanitary facilities including restrooms, bathrooms, shower rooms and locker rooms.
2. Corridors, hallways, aisles with shelving and/or fixtures obstructing the required
light intensity for that area.
3. Music practice rooms.
4. Band rooms.
5. Gymnasiums.
6. Multipurpose rooms.
7. Occupational shops.
8. Occupied rooms where ambient noise impairs hearing of the fire alarm.
9. Lobbies.
10. Meeting/Conference rooms.
11. Classrooms.
12. Medical exam rooms.
13. Open office areas.
14. Sales floor areas.
15. Break or lunch rooms.
16. Copy or work rooms.
17. Computer server rooms exceeding 200 sq. ft.
18. File or Storage rooms exceeding 200 sq. ft.
Section 907.6.5 is amended to read:
907.6.5 Monitoring of fire alarm systems. A fire alarm system required by this chapter, or by
the California Building Code, shall be monitored by a UL-listed central station service in
accordance with NFPA 72 and this code.
Exception: Monitoring by a UL listed central station is not required for:
1. Single and multiple station smoke alarms required by section 907.2.11
2. Group I-3 occupancies shall be monitored in accordance with section 907.2.6.3.4
3. Residential Day Care Facilities (occupancy load of 14 or less)
4. One and two family dwellings
5. Residential Care Facilities licensed by the state with an occupant load of 6 or less.
6. Occupancies with a local fire alarm system that will give an audible and visible
signal at a constantly attended location, as approved by the Fire Code Official.
Section 907.8.6 is added to read:
907.8.6 Certification. New fire alarm systems shall be UL-Certified. A Certificate of Completion
and other documentation as listed in NFPA 72 shall be provided for all new fire alarm system
installations. It is the responsibility of the building owner or owner’s representative to obtain and
maintain a current and valid Certificate.
Section 907.8.7 is added to read:
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907.8.7 Posting of Certificate. The UL Certificate shall be posted in a durable transparent cover
within 3 feet of the fire alarm control panel within 45 days of the final acceptance test/inspection.
Chapter 10. Means of Egress.
Section 1027.5 is amended by adding a new subsection 1027.5.1, to read:
1027.5.1 Exit discharge surface. Exterior exit pathway surfaces shall be suitable for
pedestrian use in inclement weather, and shall terminate at a public way as defined in the
California Building Code.
Chapter 33. Fire Safety During Construction and Demolition.
Section 3301.3 is added to read:
3301.3 Permits. Permits shall be obtained for asbestos removal operations, temporary fire
department access roads for construction, and temporary water supplies as set forth in
sections 105.6 and 105.7.
Section 3318 is added to read:
Section 3318 Asbestos removal.
3318.1 General. Operations involving removal of asbestos or asbestos-containing materials from
buildings shall be in accordance with Section 3318.
Exception: Section 3318 does not apply to the removal of asbestos from:
1. Pumps, valves, gaskets and similar equipment.
2. Pipes, ducts, girders or beams that have a length less than 21 linear feet (6400
mm).
3. Wall or ceiling panels that have an area of less than 10 square feet
(0.93m2) or a dimension of less than 10 linear feet (3048 mm).
4. Floor tiles when their removal can be completed in less than four hours.
5. Group R-3 occupancies.
3318.2 Notification. The Fire Code Official shall be notified 24 hours prior to the
commencement and closure of asbestos-removal operations. The permit applicant shall notify
the building official when asbestos abatement involves the removal of materials that were
used as a feature of the building’s fire resistance.
3318.3 Plastic Film. Plastic film that is installed on building elements shall be flame resistant as
required for combustible decorative material, in accordance with Section 807.
3318.4 Signs. Approved signs shall be posted at the entrance, exit and exit-access doors,
decontamination areas and waste disposal areas for asbestos-removal operations. The signs shall
state that asbestos is being removed from the area, that asbestos is a suspected carcinogen, and
that proper respiratory protection is required. Signs shall have a reflective surface. Lettering shall
be a minimum of 2 inches (51 mm) high.
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Chapter 50. Hazardous Materials – General Provisions.
Section 5001.5 is amended by adding subsection 5001.5.3 to read:
5001.5.3 Emergency response support information. Floor plans, material safety data sheets,
Hazardous Materials Management Plans (HMMP), Hazardous Material Inventory Statements
(HMIS), and other information must be stored at a readily accessible location, as determined by
the Fire Code Official. This location may be in cabinets located outside of facilities or buildings.
Information may be required to be maintained in a specific electronic media format to facilitate
computer aided dispatching.
Section 5003.9.1 is amended by adding subsection 5003.9.1.2 to read:
5003.9.1.2 Documentation. Evidence of compliance with provisions of this chapter as well as
with state and federal hazardous material regulations shall be maintained on site and available for
inspection by fire department personnel.
Chapter 56 Explosives and Fireworks.
Section 5601 is amended to add Sections 5601.2, 5601.3, 5601.4 and 5601.5, to read:
5601.2 Fireworks. The possession, manufacture, storage, sale, handling and use of
fireworks are prohibited. The possession, manufacture, storage, sale, handling and use of
fireworks or pyrotechnic materials within the jurisdiction of the District are prohibited.
Exceptions:
1. Fireworks may be temporarily stored only if they are aerial or theatrical piece fireworks
stored in conjunction with an approved and permitted aerial or set display.
2. Snap Caps and Party Poppers classified by the State Fire Marshal as pyrotechnic devices.
5601.2.1 Prohibited and Limited Acts. The storage of explosive materials is prohibited in any
central business district and in all zoning districts except districts zoned for industrial or
agricultural uses. In districts where the storage of explosive materials is permitted, the
quantities of explosives and distances shall be in accordance with International Fire Code
Sections 3301.8.1 and 3301.8.1.1.
5601.3 Rocketry. The storage, handling and use of model and high-power rockets shall comply
with the requirements of the California Code of Regulations, Title 19, Chapter 6, Article 17 and,
when applicable, NFPA 1122, NFPA 1125, and NFPA 1127.
5601.3.1 Ammonium nitrate. The storage and handling of ammonium nitrate shall comply
with the requirements of Chapter 63 and NFPA 490.
Exception: The storage of ammonium nitrate in magazines with blasting agents shall
comply with the requirements of NFPA 495.
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5601.4 Residential uses. No person shall keep or store, nor shall any permit be issued to keep or
store, any explosives, fireworks or pyrotechnic material at any place of habitation, or within 100 feet
(30 480mm) thereof.
Exception: Storage of smokeless propellant, black powder, and small arms primers for
personal use and not for resale in accordance with Section 5601.
5601.5 Sale and retail display. The possession, manufacture, storage, sale, handling and use of
fireworks or pyrotechnic materials is prohibited.
Exception: Snap Caps and Party Poppers classified by the State Fire Marshal as
pyrotechnic devices.
Section 5608 is amended by adding Sections 5608.2 and 5608.3 to read:
5608.2 Permit required. A permit is required to conduct an aerial display in accordance with
California Code of Regulations, Title 19, Chapter 6. (See Chapter 1, Section 105.6.52.)
Exception: Snap Caps and Party Poppers classified by the State Fire Marshal as
pyrotechnic devices.
5608.3 Financial responsibility. Before a permit is issued pursuant to Section 5608.2, the
applicant shall file with the jurisdiction a corporate surety bond in the principal sum of $1,000,000 or
a public liability insurance policy for the same amount, for the purpose of the payment of all
damages to persons or property which arise from, or are caused by, the conduct of any act
authorized by the permit upon which any judicial judgment results. The Fire Code Official is
authorized to specify a greater or lesser amount when, in his or her opinion, conditions at the
location of use indicate a greater or lesser amount is required. Government entities shall be exempt
from this bond requirement.
Chapter 57. Flammable and Combustible Liquids.
Section 5704.2.9.6.1 is amended to read:
5704.2.9.6.1 Locations where above-ground tanks are prohibited. The storage of Class I and
II liquids in above-ground tanks outside of buildings is prohibited in all zoning districts except
districts zoned for commercial, industrial, or agricultural uses.
Exception: Protected above-ground tanks for the purpose of emergency power generator
installations in areas zoned commercial, industrial, agricultural, central business district,
rural or rural residential, and for facilities on an individual basis consistent with the intent
of this provision. Tank size shall not exceed 500 gallons (1892.706 L) for Class I or II
liquids, or 1,000 gallons (3785.412 L) for Class III liquids.
Section 5706.2.4.4 is amended to read:
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5706.2.4.4 Locations where above-ground tanks are prohibited. Storage of Class I and II
liquids in above-ground tanks is prohibited in all zoning districts except district zoned for
commercial, industrial, or agricultural use.
Chapter 58. Flammable Gases and Flammable Cryogenic Fluids.
Section 5806.2 is amended to read:
5806.2 Limitation. The storage of flammable cryogenic fluids in stationary containers outside of
buildings is prohibited in any area which is zoned for other than industrial use.
Exception: Liquid hydrogen fuel systems in compliance with section 5806.3 or 5806.4.
Chapter 61. Liquefied Petroleum Gases.
Section 6103.2.1.7 is amended in its entirety to read:
6103.2.1.7 Use for food preparation. Individual portable L-P containers used, stored, or handled
inside a building classified as a Group A or Group B occupancy for the purposes of cooking, food
display, or a similar use, shall be limited in size to one quart capacity and shall be of an approved
type. The number of portable containers permitted will be at the discretion of the Fire Code
Official. LP-gas appliances used for food preparation shall be listed for such use in accordance
with the International Fuel Gas Code, the International Mechanical Code, and NFPA 58.
Section 6104.2 is amended to read:
6104.2 Maximum capacity within established limits. The storage of liquefied petroleum gas is
prohibited in any central business district and in all zoning districts except districts zoned for
commercial, industrial, rural, or agricultural uses. The aggregate capacity of any one installation
used for the storage of liquefied petroleum gas shall not exceed a water capacity of 2,000 gallons
(7570 L).
Chapter 80. Referenced Standards
Chapter 80 is amended as follows:
The following referenced standard is added:
NFPA 850 (2010) Recommended Practice for Fire Protection for Electric Generating Plants and
High Voltage Direct Current Converter Stations.
The following standard is added and includes the following amendment:
NFPA 13D (2013) Installation of Sprinkler Systems in One- and Two-family Dwellings and
Manufactured Homes.
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8.6.5.1 When fuel fired equipment is present, at least one quick response intermediate
temperature sprinkler shall be installed above the equipment. All sprinkler piping installed in
attics rising above the insulation shall be limited to ferrous or copper piping.
Appendix B. Fire-Flow Requirements for Buildings.
Section B105.2, exception 1, is amended to read:
Exception 1: A reduction in required fire-flow of 50 percent, as approved by the Fire Code Official,
when the building is provided with an approved automatic sprinkler system and installed in
accordance with Section 903.3.1.1. The resulting fire-flow shall be not less than 1,500 gallons per
minute (5678 L/min) for the prescribed duration as specified in Table B105.1.
Appendix C. Fire Hydrant Locations and Distribution.
Table C105.1 footnote f and g are added to read:
f. A fire hydrant shall be provided within 250 feet of a fire trail access point off a public or private
street.
g. For infill projects within existing single-family residential developments, Section 507.5.1 applies.
Appendix D. Fire Apparatus Access Roads
Section D102.1 is amended to read:
D102.1 Access and loading. Facilities, buildings or portions of buildings hereafter constructed
shall be accessible to fire department apparatus by way of an approved fire apparatus access road
with an asphalt, concrete or other approved all-weather driving surface capable of supporting the
imposed load of fire apparatus weighing at least 74,000 pounds (33,566 kg) in accordance with
CalTrans Design Standard HS- 20-44.
Exception: Driveways serving one or two single-family dwellings may be constructed of
an alternate surface material, providing the imposed weight load design minimums are
met and the grade does not exceed 10 percent.
Section D103.1 is deleted in its entirety.
Section D103.2 is deleted in its entirety and replaced by the following, to read:
D103.2 Grade. Fire department access roadways having a grade of between 16 percent and 20
percent shall be designed to have a finished surface of grooved concrete sufficient to hold a 44,000
pound (19,958 kg) traction load. The grooves in the concrete surface shall be ½ inch (13 mm)
wide by ½ inch (13 mm) deep and 1 ½ inch (38 mm) on center and set at a 30 to 45 degree angle
across the width of the roadway surface. No grade shall exceed 20 percent, nor shall the cross
slope exceed 8%, unless authorized in writing by the Fire Code Official.
Section D103.2.1 is added to read:
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D103.2.1 Angles of approach and departure. The angles of approach and departure for any
means of access shall not exceed 10 percent at 10 feet of the grade break.
Section D103.3 is deleted in its entirety and replaced by the following, to read:
D103.3 Turning radius. Based on a minimum unobstructed width of 20 feet, a fire apparatus
access roadway shall be capable of providing a minimum standard turning radius of 25 feet (7,620
mm) inside and 45 feet (13,716 mm) outside.
Table D103.4 is amended to read:
Table
D103.4
REQUIREMENTS FOR DEAD-END FIRE
LENGTH (feet)

APPARATUS ACCESS ROADS
MINIMUM WIDTH (feet)
TURNAROUNDS REQUIRED

0 – 150

20a

None required

151 – 750

20a

100-foot Hammerhead, 50-foot “Y”, 75-foot Shunt or 90foot-diameter cul-de-sac in accordance with figure D103.1

Over 750

Special approval requiredb

a. A driveway with a minimum width of 16 feet is acceptable for access to no more than two singlefamily dwellings.
b. Any fire apparatus access roadway or driveway that is approved to be less than 20 feet wide and
to exceed 750 feet in length shall have outsets or turnouts every 300 feet along the length of the
road or driveway, or at locations approved by the Fire Code Official. Each outset or turnout shall
be of the following dimensions: an 8 foot wide turnout that extends at least 40 feet in length.
Figure D103.1 is amended to read:
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Figure D103.1
Dead-end Fire Apparatus Access Road Turnaround

ORDINANCE NO. 2014-__
25

6208673.5

Section D103.5 is amended by amending criteria 1 and adding criteria 10, to read:
1. The minimum clear width shall be 20 feet (6096 mm)
Exception: For access to one or two single-family dwellings, 16 feet clear width
is acceptable.
10. All gates shall be installed and located a minimum of 30 feet off the street.
Section D103.6.1 is amended to read:
D103.6.1 Roads less than 28 feet in width. Fire apparatus access roads less
than 28 feet wide shall be posted on both sides as a fire lane.
Section D103.6.2 is amended to read:
D103.6.2 Roads 28 feet in width or greater, but less than 36 feet in width. Fire
apparatus access roads 28 feet wide or greater, but less than 36 feet wide, shall be
posted on one side of the road as a fire lane. Section D106.1 is amended to delete the
exception and read:
D106.1 Projects having more than 100 dwelling units. Multiple-family residential
projects having more than 100 dwelling units shall be provided with two separate and
approved fire apparatus access roads and shall meet the requirements of Section
D104.3.
Section D106.2 is deleted in its entirety.
SECTION 3. REPEAL OF FIRE CODE.
This Ordinance supersedes the Contra Costa County Ordinance No. 2010-15, adopting the
2010 California Fire Code with amendments, within the East Contra Costa Fire Protection
District's jurisdiction.
SECTION 4. REFERENCES TO PRIOR CODE
Unless superseded and expressly repealed by this ordinance, references in District forms,
documents, and regulations to the chapters and sections of the Contra Costa County 2010 Fire
Code shall be construed to refer to the corresponding chapters and sections of the 2013 Fire
Code of the District.
SECTION 5. VALIDITY.
The East Contra Costa Fire Protection District Board of Directors declares that if any part of this
ordinance or of the 2013 California Fire Code as adopted and amended herein is declared for
any reason to be invalid, it is the intent of the East Contra Costa Fire Protection District Board
of Directors that all other portions will remain valid.
SECTION 6. MORE RESTRICTIVE REQUIREMENTS.
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If requirements more restrictive than those in this fire code are adopted by the incorporated
cities of Brentwood, Oakley, or the unincorporated communities of Bethel Island, Discovery
Bay, Knightsen, Byron, Marsh Creek, or Morgan Territory, those requirements will apply only
within the jurisdiction adopting those requirements.
SECTION 7. FINDINGS
The District, by Resolution No. 2014-7, adopted findings based on local climatic, geological and
topographical conditions existing within the District that support the modifications to the 2013
California Fire Code as set forth in this Ordinance. The specific findings supporting each
modification to the California Fire Code are shown on the chart attached to this Ordinance as
Exhibit A.
SECTION 9. EFFECTIVE DATE.
This ordinance becomes effective 30 days after passage, and within 15 days of passage shall
be published once in the Brentwood Press, a newspaper published in this District. This
ordinance shall be published in a manner satisfying the requirements of Government Code
section 25124, with the names of Directors voting for and against it.
INTRODUCED at a regular meeting of the East Contra Costa Fire Protection District Board of
Directors held on the 2nd day of June, 2014.
PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the East Contra Costa Fire Protection District
Board of Directors held on the ___th day of _______, 2014 by the following roll call vote.

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

____________________________
Joel Bryant
President, Board of Directors
ATTEST:

____________________________
Hugh Henderson, Clerk of the Board
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EXHIBIT A
Pursuant to California Health and Safety Code Section 17958.7, the specific findings supporting
the modifications to the California Fire Code, 2013 Edition are shown on the following chart.
The California Fire Code Sections are listed by Article number on the left and the corresponding
finding supporting the modification are listed on the right. The letters refer to the findings set
forth in Resolution No. 2014-7 and generally are as follows:
A - Climatic
B – Geological & Topographical
Fire Code Ordinance Sections
101.1
102.1
105.6 – 105.6.54
105.7
105.7.17
105.7.18
105.7.19, 105.7.20
105.7.21
105.7.22
105.8 – 202
304.1.2
304.1.4, 308.1.4
308.1.6.3
319, 319.1, 319.2
319.4.1 – 319.6
319.7.1, 319.7.2
320.1 – 320.3.11
401.5
403.2
503.1.1, 503.2.1, 505.3
507.2.3
603.6.6 – 806.1.6
901.6.2.2 – 907.8.7
1027.5.1
3301.3
3318.1 – 3318.4
5001.5.3, 5003.9.1.2
5601
5608.2, 5608.3
5704.2.9.6.1-6104.2
Chapter 80, Appendix B & Appendix C
Appendix D
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Fire Code Findings Sections
A & B.1
A&B
A & B.3
A&B
B.1 & B.2
A&B
B.1
A, B.2, B.3
A & B.3
A&B
A & B.2
A&B
A & B.3
A&B
A & B.3
A
A
B
A&B
B
B.1
A
A&B
B.1, B.2 & B.3.a.3
A
A
B
A&B
A & B.3
A, B.1 & B.2
A&B
B

EAST CONTRA COSTA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS AGENDA ITEM NO. D-3

Meeting Date:

June 2, 2014

Subject/Title:

Receive Update on Community Outreach Schedule and Consider Conducting
Polling for Benefit Assessment Ballot Language

Submitted by: Hugh Henderson, Fire Chief

RECOMMENDATION FOR ACTION
Receive update on community outreach schedule; consider conducting polling for benefit
assessment ballot language and provide direction to staff.
PREVIOUS ACTION
On January 21, 2014, by Resolution 2014-03, the Board of Directors approved an Agreement
with TBWB Strategies for public outreach and educational services.
On May 5, 2014, by Resolution 2014–12, the Board of Directors approved an agreement with
NBS for services related to the development, enactment and implementation of a fire
assessment.
SUBJECT BACKGROUND
The District’s outreach and education consultant and staff have been working this past month to
develop a schedule and strategies for community outreach towards development of an
enhanced revenue measure for consideration in the fall of this year.
The District's consultant also recommends that the Board consider conducting polling of the
property owners of the District to understand the opinions of property owners that would be
paying a potential fire suppression benefit assessment rather than all likely voters who were
surveyed about a potential parcel tax previously. Survey results would be used to assist in
writing ballot language for the revenue enhancement; especially, if the district is moving forward
with a benefit assessment. Suggested areas that the polling would focus on are as follows:
•
•
•

Duration of benefit assessment (sunset)
Escalator or flat amount over the life of the assessment
Creation of a separate oversight committee

The polling data would be available to the Board, staff and consultants to assist in writing final
ballot language prior to the Board making final decisions. The cost of surveying property owners
throughout the District is estimated at $20,000, which could be taken from the outreach
consulting contract budget. However, if funds are directed towards a survey, adjustments to the
contract budget could be needed for future districtwide mailers.
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The schedule below incorporates community outreach efforts and development of the
Engineer’s Report needed for a fire assessment:


May 19, 2014

Outreach/Public Education Committee reviewed second mailer



May 29, 2014

New public education pamphlet was distributed to engine companies



June 11, 2014

Second mailer to be sent out District-wide



June 30, 2014
Outreach/public education committee to review draft of third mailer and
receive report on outreach activities



July 17, 2014
Finance Committee meeting to review draft special vs. general benefit
analysis and to consider directing staff to bring back final Engineer’s Report and
proposed assessment



July 12-15 2014 Conduct proposed survey of property owners



July 21, 2014
Special Board of Directors meeting to receive polling results and to
formulate recommendations on informational material to be included in the ballot
package for a proposed assessment.



July 31, 2014
Finance Committee meeting to review draft Engineer’s
Report/proposed fire assessment



August 4, 2014 Board of Directors meeting to consider approval of the Engineer’s
Report and call for fire assessment balloting.

In addition to the above timeline, District Staff has already begun focused outreach/education to
individuals and groups throughout the District.
Staff recommends that the Board follow the recommendations of the District's outreach
consultant and conduct polling to assist in drafting the most efficient/effective revenue measure.
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